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Internal Assessment Resource

Economics Level 1
EXPIRED
	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 90987 version 3
Demonstrate understanding of a government choice where affected groups have different viewpoints

	Resource title: IT Versus Sport

	4 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 3

To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number A-A-02-2015-90987-02-4406

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource

Economics Achievement Standard 90987: Demonstrate understanding of a government choice where affected groups have different viewpoints
Resource reference: Economics 1.5A v3
Resource title: IT versus Sport
Credits: 4

Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Economics 90987. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting

This activity requires students to examine a decision (real or imaginary) that a school Board of Trustees needs to make. The students will examine how the school could spend an unrestricted donation of $5,000 and make a recommendation to the Board describing what they think is the best option. 

The task includes two parts. Students work together to gather relevant information from the affected groups. They will collate their results individually and present it in an appropriate format.
Students may collate results using statistical methods or as a list of viewpoints. They could present it as a printout from the online bulletin board, as graphs or tables, as a summary of results in written, visual, or electronic form, or through another appropriate presentation method.

You could adapt the activity to examine any decision that the Board of Trustees may need to make that involves examining limited means or scarce resources. By considering the different viewpoints of affected groups and making a recommendation, students can meet the requirements of the standard and participate in an authentic decision-making process.

Groups affected by the decision could include the Board of Trustees, individual departments within the school (and its teaching staff), students, and parents. While you can identify the key affected groups, students must collect the viewpoints themselves. They could do this in a variety of ways: see Student Resource A.

Monitor the method of collection to ensure that the responses are returned within reasonable time. (This may mean organising the affected groups beforehand so that they are prepared for the survey/s.)

To enable students to achieve the standard, you may need to provide some pre-teaching about values and value positions, understand what a compromise involves, and how to justify a decision when there are conflicting viewpoints.

Conditions

Decide how long your students will need to complete the activity and what processes they will follow. Ensure that these are clearly outlined in the student instructions. For the group task, the student groups will need preparation time to identify affected groups and write questions to gather the viewpoints.

Students need to collate the information according to the views of the different affected groups. You could do this or get each group of students to collate a different affected group. Ensure that people who are surveyed twice have their viewpoint counted only once.

The students will work in groups to gather their information but will be assessed individually. They will work independently to collate and present their findings.
Resource requirements

Students will need access to computers, if computer based collection or collation tools are to be used.

Additional information

None.
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Credits: 4

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Demonstrate understanding of a government choice where affected groups have different viewpoints.
	Demonstrate in-depth understanding of a government choice where affected groups have different viewpoints.
	Demonstrate comprehensive understanding of a government choice where affected groups have different viewpoints.


Student instructions 

Introduction

This assessment activity requires you to demonstrate your understanding of a government economic choice where affected groups have different viewpoints. 

The school has received an unrestricted donation of $5,000 and the Board of Trustees is thinking about how to spend the money. Two ideas have been put forward, but the Board is open to other ideas. The ideas provided so far are: 
· 5 new data projectors to be used in classrooms 

· new sports uniforms and equipment.

The Board of Trustees has asked your class to carry out an investigation to find the best way to use the $5,000. You will collect relevant information from the affected groups, collate your results and present them as a summary in a written, visual, or electronic form that you have confirmed with your teacher.

Teacher note: Provide students with clear instructions about how you wish them to collate and present their results.

Your teacher will tell you how long you have to complete the task and what processes you need to follow.

You will be assessed on your individual contribution to gathering relevant information and on how well you understand the government choice, as demonstrated in your presentation.

Task

Gather information

Work in a group to complete this work. See Student Resource A for guidance.

Identify the limited means and/or scarce resources in this situation.

Describe the economic decision the Board of Trustees must make, and explain how the economic decision is affected by limited means and/or scarce resources.
Teacher note: If possible, arrange for a Board of Trustees representative to talk to the students about the Board’s ideas about how they should use the $5,000.

Collect information about how the $5,000 could be spent from groups with differing viewpoints affected by the decision. Examples include: Board of Trustee members, parents, students, teachers, coaches, and the community. 

Teacher note: Add key groups and/or add or adapt existing questions to ensure students gather all the information they need, within your context. Discuss with students the main factors involved in making the decision (e.g. the number of people benefiting, how well it fits into the Board’s goals). 
Process and collate the information

Work by yourself to complete this work. Refer to the information your group collected.

Identify two or more options that groups with different viewpoints have put forward and the compromises that they are prepared to make.
Identify the main factors you will consider when evaluating each option, and consider the weightings for these factors.
Identify and explain the compromises made by affected individuals and/or groups, and the major costs and benefits (positive and negative) of all your options, by considering the factors and how each group feels about them.

Rank the options based on their costs and benefits.

Recommend a decision to the Board.

Justify your recommendation by explaining the weightings you gave to the different costs and benefits. Refer to the idea that some costs and benefits are more significant than others.

Submit your collated results in the form you have agreed with your teacher.

Student Resource A: Further guidance

Gathering information

For each person or group you collect information about, identify:

· what they believe the $5,000 should be spent on

· why they have this viewpoint

· how they could be affected by this decision and other decisions

· what options they are proposing

· what compromises they are willing to make.

Methods of collecting information 

Methods of collecting information from affected groups could include:

· a bulletin board on the school intranet or use of a social networking site on the Internet to collect viewpoints of affected students. This could be published in school notices so those who feel affected could reply. The same method may work for teachers and parents;

· a survey where students can vote by sending a text to either of 2 numbers, one for sport and one for data projectors;

· A postal or phone survey;

· individual surveys conducted by the students.
Teacher note: After the initial information has been gathered, consider making a video recording of a Board of Trustees representative (or someone else) who will explain the Board’s goals for the school. The representative can discuss whether any options put forward meet those goals. 

Assessment schedule: Economics 90987 IT versus Sport

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student demonstrates understanding of a government choice where affected groups have different viewpoints. 

The student gathers information relating to a Board of Trustees decision about how to spend an unrestricted donation of $5000. 

The student contributes actively to identifying the limited means and/or scarce resources, describing the choice that the Board must make, and collecting information from groups with at least 2 differing viewpoints.
The student identifies factors to consider when evaluating options.
The student identifies at least 2 options from the collected viewpoints for how the $5,000 could be spent.

The student identifies costs and benefits for at least 2 options, giving evidence for each cost and benefit.
The student presents a recommendation based on their costs and benefits.

For example:

The sports coordinator wants the $5,000 spent on new uniforms.

The staff want more data projectors in the school.

Students want the money spent on improving seating areas in the school grounds.

Data projectors will improve learning as students will have access to better images (benefit).

Data projectors will make classrooms more interesting places and therefore improve student attention (benefit).

Data projectors are less important than uniforms because our school is the worst dressed on the sports field and this affects our image and marketing (cost).

Only some students will benefit from the data projectors (cost).
The school should buy sports equipment, because all students will benefit from an improved school image, whereas only some students will benefit from the data projectors.
	The student demonstrates in-depth understanding of a government choice where affected groups have different viewpoints. 

The student gathers information relating to a Board of Trustees decision about how to spend an unrestricted donation of $5000. 

The student contributes actively to identifying the limited means and/or scarce resources, explaining in detail how this affects the choice that the Board must make, and collecting information from groups with at least 2 differing viewpoints.
The student identifies factors to consider when evaluating options.
The student identifies at least 2 options and at least 1 compromise from the collected viewpoints for how the $5,000 could be spent.

The student identifies costs and benefits for at least 2 options and any feasible compromise option(s), giving evidence for each cost and benefit in sufficient depth to allow ranking of the options to be considered.
The student ranks the options in a way that is consistent with their cost-benefit analysis.

The student presents a recommendation based on their ranking and justifies it, by referring to the cost-benefit analysis.

For example:

The sports coordinator says that the most urgent uniforms to be replaced will need $3,000 to cover them, meaning the balance can be used on the other option.

Staff say that 2 data projectors (if portable) will be the minimum that they need. These would cost $1,000.

The main area that students want improved is the seating by the fields. This will take $4,000, meaning the balance can be used on another option.
Data projectors will improve learning as students will have access to better images. A sizable proportion of our students are identified as being visual learners so this will improve our overall academic achievement in line with the goals of the school (benefit).

Only half of the school’s students will benefit from the data projectors, as half the students don’t take the relevant classes. This may be unfair for these students, who miss out due to the timetable (cost).

The school should buy sports uniforms. This is the best use of the $5000 as more students would benefit from this option than other options. This option can be carried out within the $5000. Although it doesn’t directly meet the school goal of increasing academic achievement, it does meet the goal of students feeling positive about the school which was seen as important to the school and may lead to improved achievement.
	The student demonstrates comprehensive understanding of a government choice where affected groups have different viewpoints.

The student gathers information relating to a Board of Trustees decision about how to spend an unrestricted donation of $5000. 

The student contributes actively to identifying the limited means and/or scarce resources, explaining in detail how this affects the choice that the Board must make, and collecting information from groups with at least 2 differing viewpoints.
The student identifies factors to consider when evaluating options.
The student identifies at least 2 options and at least 1 compromise from the collected viewpoints for how the $5,000 could be spent.

The student identifies costs and benefits for at least 2 options and any feasible compromise option(s), giving evidence for each cost and benefit in sufficient depth to allow ranking of the options to be considered.
The student ranks the options in a way that is consistent with their cost-benefit analysis and weightings.

The student presents a recommendation based on their ranking and justifies it, by referring to the cost-benefit analysis and explaining the weightings given to the various factors.

For example:

The sports coordinator says that the most urgent uniforms to be replaced will need $3,000 to cover them, meaning the balance can be used on the other option.

Staff says that 2 data projectors (if portable) will be the minimum that they need. These would cost $1,000.

The main area that students want improved is the seating by the fields. This will take $4,000, meaning the balance can be used on another option.
Data projectors will improve learning as students will have access to better images. A sizable proportion of our students are identified as being visual learners so this will improve our overall academic achievement in line with the goals of the school (benefit).

Only half of the school’s students will benefit from the data projectors, as half the students don’t take the relevant classes. This may be unfair for these students, who miss out due to the timetable (cost).

Spending $4,000 on seating in the lunch areas and the balance on the data projectors is the best choice. The positive attitude of students was weighted number 1 in the Board’s study on achievement. By having a school they feel proud of, students will be more positive in class and so will indirectly achieve the Board’s goal of improved achievement. Although data projectors do help achievement, they will only target some students, and we weighted highly that the money should benefit the most students possible. The same is true for the uniforms, as only some students will benefit from these and the number of students benefiting was given a high weighting.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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